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In The Vintage Book of African American Poetry, editors Michael S. Harper and Anthony Walton
present the definitive collection of black verse in the United States--200 years of vision, struggle,
power, beauty, and triumph from 52 outstanding poets.From the neoclassical stylings of slave-
born Phillis Wheatley to the wistful lyricism of Paul Lawrence Dunbar . . . the rigorous wisdom of
Gwendolyn Brooks...the chiseled modernism of Robert Hayden...the extraordinary prosody of
Sterling A. Brown...the breathtaking, expansive narratives of Rita Dove...the plaintive rhapsodies
of an imprisoned Elderidge Knight . . . The postmodern artistry of Yusef Komunyaka. Here, too,
is a landmark exploration of lesser-known artists whose efforts birthed the Harlem Renaissance
and the Black Arts movements--and changed forever our national literature and the course of
America itself.Meticulously researched, thoughtfully structured, The Vintage Book of African-
American Poetry is a collection of inestimable value to students, educators, and all those
interested in the ever-evolving tradition that is American poetry.

From Library JournalThis anthology of the work of 50 African American poets complements co-
editors Harper and Walton's Every Shut Eye Ain't Asleep (LJ 12/93), which showcased 35 recent
African American poets. Included in chronological order here are over two centuries of poets,
from Jupitor Hammon (1720-1800) to Reginald Shepherd (b.1963). Critical opinions in the
headnotes are more persuasive and sweeping than the brief notes of the earlier one. For
example, the editors argue that Sterling Brown's "body of poetry" is one of the greatest produced
by an American in this century and that Robert Hayden has "amassed a nearly flawless
collection of poems regarded as among the finest by an American of this century." Such
assessment should bring into sharper focus the importance of issues like "belonging," dialect,
identity, and race in a multiethnic society. More than ever, one sees that African American poetry
essentially begins with Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906), whose pioneering poetry ("different
voicings") endures. That so few African American poets before Dunbar's era were allowed to
achieve "voice and freedom" is a tragic waste. The editors' eloquent, outspoken vision provides
a springboard for further examination of what constitutes the mainstream of American poetry.-
Frank Allen, Northampton Community Coll., Tannersville, PA Copyright 2000 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From BooklistAfter the triumph of their last editorial collaboration, Every Shut
Eye Ain't Asleep: An Anthology of Poetry by African Americans since 1945 (1994), poets Harper
and Walton have teamed up again, this time to select the best of two centuries of African
American poetry. In their introduction, they write that if there is a single, overarching theme
shared by the 52 poets gathered here, it is the "quest for identity and a belonging that will not
compromise the self," a crucial search that continues unabated as racial inequality persists. The
most haunting works are those written by slaves, such as George Moses Horton and Frances E.



W. Harper, who wrote that slaveowners "tried to hide / Book learning from our eyes; / Knowledge
didn't agree with slavery--/ 'Twould make us all too wise." So she and others taught themselves,
and their bid for spiritual, intellectual, emotional, and artistic freedom has found fruition in every
poet who followed on that long, long road to justice, from Sterling A. Brown to Toi Derricotte,
Elizabeth Alexander, and Reginald Shepherd. Donna SeamanFrom the Inside FlapIn The
Vintage Book of African American Poetry, editors Michael S. Harper and Anthony Walton
present the definitive collection of black verse in the United States--200 years of vision, struggle,
power, beauty, and triumph from 52 outstanding poets.From the neoclassical stylings of slave-
born Phillis Wheatley to the wistful lyricism of Paul Lawrence Dunbar . . . the rigorous wisdom of
Gwendolyn Brooks...the chiseled modernism of Robert Hayden...the extraordinary prosody of
Sterling A. Brown...the breathtaking, expansive narratives of Rita Dove...the plaintive rhapsodies
of an imprisoned Elderidge Knight . . . The postmodern artistry of Yusef Komunyaka. Here, too,
is a landmark exploration of lesser-known artists whose efforts birthed the Harlem Renaissance
and the Black Arts movements--and changed forever our national literature and the course of
America itself.Meticulously researched, thoughtfully structured, The Vintage Book of African-
American Poetry is a collection of inestimable value to students, educators, and all those
interested in the ever-evolving tradition that is American poetry.From the Back CoverIn The
Vintage Book of African American Poetry, editors Michael S. Harper and Anthony Walton
present the definitive collection of black verse in the United States--200 years of vision, struggle,
power, beauty, and triumph from 52 outstanding poets.From the neoclassical stylings of slave-
born Phillis Wheatley to the wistful lyricism of Paul Lawrence Dunbar . . . the rigorous wisdom of
Gwendolyn Brooks...the chiseled modernism of Robert Hayden...the extraordinary prosody of
Sterling A. Brown...the breathtaking, expansive narratives of Rita Dove...the plaintive rhapsodies
of an imprisoned Elderidge Knight . . . The postmodern artistry of Yusef Komunyaka. Here, too, is
a landmark exploration of lesser-known artists whose efforts birthed the Harlem Renaissance
and the Black Arts movements--and changed forever our national literature and the course of
America itself.Meticulously researched, thoughtfully structured, The Vintage Book of African-
American Poetry is a collection of inestimable value to students, educators, and all those
interested in the ever-evolving tradition that is American poetry.About the AuthorMichael S.
Harper has twice been nominated for the National Book Award. He is University Professor,
Brown University, and lives in Providence, Rhode Island.Anthony Walton is the recipient of a
1998 Whiting Writer's Award. He lives in Brunswick, Maine.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission.
All rights reserved."The Slave's Complaint"by George Moses Horton (1797?-1883?)Am I sadly
cast aside,On misfortune's rugged tide?Will the world my pains deride Forever?Must I dwell
in Slavery's night,And all pleasure take its flight,Far beyond my feeble sight, Forever?Worst
of all, must hope grow dim,And withhold her cheering beam?Rather let me sleep and
dream Forever!Something still my heart surveys,Groping through this dreary maze;Is it
Hope?--they burn and blaze Forever!Leave me not a wretch confined,Altogether lame and
blind--Unto gross despair consigned, Forever!Heaven! in whom can I confide?Canst thou



not for all provide?Condescend to be my guide Forever:And when this transient life shall
end,Oh, may some kind, eternal friendBid me from servitude ascend, Forever!"Learning to
Read"by Frances E.W. Harper (1825-1911)Very soon the Yankee teachers Came down and set
up school;But, oh! how the Rebs did hate it,-- It was agin' their rule.Our masters always tried to
hide Book learning from our eyes;Knowledge didn't agree with slavery-- 'Twould make us all
too wise.But some of us would try to steal A little from the book,And put the words
together, And learn by hook or crook.I remember Uncle Caldwell, Who took pot-liquor fatAnd
greased the pages of his book, And hid it in his hat.And had his master ever seen The leaves
upon his head,He'd have thought them greasy papers, But nothing to be read.And there was
Mr. Turner's Ben, Who heard the children spell,And picked the words right up by heart, And
learned to read 'em well.Well, the Northern folks kept sending The Yankee teachers down;And
they stood right up and helped us, Though Rebs did sneer and frown.And, I longed to read my
Bible, For precious words it said;But when I begun to learn it, Folks just shook their heads,And
said there is no use trying, Oh! Chloe, you're too late;But as I was rising sixty, I had no time to
wait.So I got a pair of glasses, And straight to work I went,And never stopped till I could
read The hymns and Testament.Then I got a little cabin-- A place to call my own--And I felt as
independent As the queen upon her throne.George Moses Horton (1797?-1883?), author of
"The Slave's Complaint"George Moses Horton, at his best, was a poet of daring intensity and
vast ambition. Born about 1797 in Northhampton County, North Carolina, he was a slave for
most of his life, until Emancipation in 1865. Horton, who taught himself to read, found his way
into the hearts of many unwitting belles of North Carolina through his selling of personalized love
lyrics to students at nearby Chapel Hill. He furthered his education by borrowing what books he
could from these students.Many of Horton's best poems concern the topic of slavery. His "On
Hearing of the Intention of a Gentleman to Purchase the Poet's Freedom," "On Liberty and
Slavery," and "The Slave's Complaint" examine the slave's position in clean and learned verses.
"George Moses Horton, Myself" captures in its paced, cool contemplativeness and terse lyrics
some of the unresolved strivings of the poet.Horton had hoped to purchase his freedom with the
sales of his first book of poems, The Hope of Liberty (published in Raleigh in 1829), the first full
volume of verse published by an African American since Phillis Wheatley's some thirty years
before. But he fell short of this goal, living instead through three generations of Horton
ownership.The Hope of Liberty was reissued in 1837 in Philadelphia under the title Poems by a
Slave. Horton's second volume, Naked Genius, came to print in 1865, the year in which he
escaped to the Northern infantry then occupying Raleigh. Little was heard of Horton after this
point, and it is generally assumed that he lived the remainder of his life in Philadelphia, where he
died in about 1883.Frances E. W. Harper (1825-1911), author of "Learning to Read"Frances
Ellen Watkins Harper was born free in Baltimore in 1825. By the time of her death in 1911, she
had become almost an institution in both literary and political circles. Harper used what seems to
have been a tireless energy to publish countless poems, articles, essays, and novels examining
both racial and gender division among Americans. Often thought of as the inaugural "protest



poet," she presented her themes in graceful rhetoric, skillful metaphor, allusion, and allegory,
embracing the demands of her craft along with the exigencies of the social moment.Harper
worked ably and extensively in her lifetime with the Underground Railroad, the Maine Anti-
Slavery Society, the Women's Christian Temperance movement, the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the American Equal Rights Association, the Universal Peace Union, the
National Council of Women, and the National Association of Colored Women. Her Poems on
Miscellaneous Subjects was published in 1854, with a preface by William Lloyd Garrison. This
volume proved so popular that it went through over twenty reprints in the author's lifetime.Harper
was also the author of Moses: A Story of the Nile, published in 1869, Poems in 1871, and
Sketches of Southern Life in 1873. Iola Leroy, one of the more widely read novels written by an
African American of the nineteenth century, was published in 1893.Read more
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Marcus B Belt, “Timeless words. I love the depth and scope of this book. You probably won't like
every piece in this book, but you'll probably find a few you love. And maybe some poets you
hadn't really enjoyed before. I dog eared this book to death.”

sedalia, “Outstanding. This book here, even though I have not read all the poems in it, is a strong
and courageous book of poems by great artists (as it say) of struggle, romance, strength etc.
However, it is inspiring and intriguing to read. I enjoy reading these poems of truth and justice.”

Johnna sowell, “Great gift. Was a gift for my daughters great grandmother (88) who is an award
winning educator on the east side of pittsburgh. She recvd the gift and it brought tears to her
eyes that she was able to have an anthology of noted poets in an easy to hold and read book!”

Nora, “Five Stars. Great book, and came in looking exactly like it was described.”

M. Kaalima, “A Poetry Lovers Delight. This book is an excellent collection of African American
Poetry. It is filled with classics and lesser known poems. I am truly enjoying this collection !!”

kathy ware, “Recipient loved it.. Was a gift. Recipient loved it.”

Philly, “and they loved it!. This was a gift, and they loved it!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Poetry. Very good book. Just didn't have all my childhood favorite
poems included”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 121 people have provided feedback.
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